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One good way to keep abreast of developments is to monitor important journals as they are published. Many publishers 
provide access to journal tables-of-contents. Typically, these are free services, although you have to register first and you 
are limited to the titles and fields covered by that publisher. Some of these publishers also allow you to receive alerts 
based on keywords. This guide shows how to set up alerts in the art and architecture article databases subscribed to by 
the University Libraries. 
 
Once you are 'alerted' to the existence of a journal issue or article, check Addison to see if the library has a print 
subscription or refer to the E-Journals database to see if there is online availability. For journal articles not owned locally 
or available electronically, submit a request through ILLiad.  
 
Check this webpage for additional options:  http://www.lib.vt.edu/help/alerts/ 
 
Set up alerts in Art Full Text     
First, conduct a search for the topic or journal that you wish to be alerted about in the future.  For example, in this search 
we are looking for the journal Werk, Bauen + Wohnen: 
 

 
 
Once you have conducted your search (or searches), click on the “Create Alerts” button. 
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From the searches you have conducted, select the search topics you want to receive alerts about: 
 

 
 
Then, click the link “Create Alert for This Search”.  You will be prompted to enter your email address, the frequency of 
the alert, and a name for the alert (that will appear in the title of the email sent to you).   

 
Set up alerts in the CSA Illumina – Arts & Humanities Database 
To begin setting up alerts in CSA, first click on an my research link and create a user name and password for your 
personal alerts account.   

 
 
Once you have set up an account, conduct your search.  View your search history and from there select the searches 
you want to set as alerts. 
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A new window will open and you will see your “My Research” account.  Select preferences for your alerts. 
 

 
 
CSA can send alerts to you via e-mail or RSS feed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Need Help? Please consult a librarian. Heather Gendron is library for the College of Architecture and Urban Studies at 
Virginia Tech and can be reached via e-mail: h.ball@vt.edu, or by phone: (540) 231-9272.   

Click “save OR alert” to save your search(es)  for the alerts service.


