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Selected resources for art ists working in photography. 

 
Find Books on Photography 
Try doing subject searches using any of these subject headings in Addison (http://www.lib.vt.edu/services/addison.html) to 
find books on photography topics: 

 photography, artistic 
 photography, artistic -- exhibitions 
 composition (photography) 
 photography -- digital techniques 

 photography – exhibitions 
 photography -- history 
 photography – (country) – (city) 
 photography -- handbooks, manuals, etc. 

 
To locate biographical material on photographers in general (in addition to the sources listed on the reverse of this 
handout) search Addison using the following subject headings:  
 

 photographers --biography 
 photographers -- interviews 
 photographers -- directories 

 photographers – dictionaries 
 photographers -- biography 
 women photographers 

 
To search for books about a particular photographer try a subject and/or author search in Addison under the name of 
the artist (e.g. Cunningham, Imogene).  Also try adding the following keyword search terms along with the artist’s name in 
Addison’s combination keyword search: 
 

 exhibitions (e.g. exhibitions and Imogen 
Cunningham) 

 interviews 

 biography 
 criticism and interpretation 
 notebooks, sketchbooks, etc. 

 
Find Articles on Photography 
To locate articles on photography topics you will want to first search an index. A short list of art-specific indexes is below. 
Link to these indexes on the University Library’s homepage (http://www.lib.vt.edu) from the “article searching” link, under 
Online Resources. 
 

• Art Full Text:  Citations back to 1984, with full text as far back as 1997. Subjects include antiques, archaeology, 
architecture & architectural history, art history, contemporary art, costume, crafts, decorative arts, folk art, graphic 
arts, industrial design, installation art, interior design, landscape architecture, motion pictures, museology, non-
western art, painting, photography, pottery, sculpture, television, textiles, video art, etc. 

 
• CSA Illumina – Arts & Humanities Database Search:  CSA Illumina allows searching across the following 

databases – Art Bibliographies Modern, Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals, Design and Applied Arts Index, 
and Bibliography of the History of Art.  These databases may also be searched individually. 

 
o ARTbibliographies Modern (ABM) provides full abstracts of journal articles, books, essays, exhibition 

catalogs, PhD dissertations, and exhibition reviews on all forms of modern and contemporary art, with more 
than 13,000 new entries being added each year. Entries date back as far as the late 1960s.  ABM is the 
premier source of information on modern and contemporary arts dating from the late 19th century onwards, 
including photography since its invention. It includes abstracts of English and foreign-language material on 
famous and lesser-known artists, movements, and trends.  

 
o The Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals offers a comprehensive listing of journal articles on 

architecture and design, including bibliographic descriptions on subjects such as the history and practice of 
architecture, landscape architecture, city planning, historic preservation, and interior design and decoration. It 
contains more than 440,000 thousand entries surveying over seven hundred American and international 
journals. These include not only scholarly and popular periodical literature, but also publications of 
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professional associations, American state and regional periodicals, and the major serials on architecture and 
design of Europe, Asia, Latin America, and Australia. 

 
o The Bibliography of the History of Art (BHA) covers the current international literature on the history of art. 

BHA surveys the visual arts and material culture from late antiquity to the present. Included are both the fine 
arts (architecture, sculpture, painting, drawing and prints) and decorative and applied arts (popular art, folk 
art). BHA indexes and abstracts 1,400 journals, as well as books, conference proceedings, essays, exhibition 
catalogues, selected art dealers' catalogues, doctoral dissertations and microform publications. Abstracts are 
in either French or English and the thesaurus for data from 1990 is in both languages. BHA incorporates the 
complete contents of International Repertory of the Literature of Art (RILA) and Repertoire d'Art et 
d'Archeologie (RAA). 

 
o The Design and Applied Arts Index (DAAI) contains over 130,000 annotated references from more than 

500 design and craft journals and newspapers published from 1973 onwards, and data on over 50,000 
designers, craftspeople, studios, workshops, firms etc., making it the largest index of its kind in the world. 
Research articles are covered, along with topical news items, conference and seminar reports, and book, 
video and exhibition reviews. 

 
• Grove Dictionary of Art Online (full-text): Offers over 45,000 full-text signed articles on a vast range of visual 

arts and architecture topics from prehistory through the present. (Also available in print:  N6847 G758 2000 
ART/ARCH REFERENCE) 

 
• Index to 19th Century Art Periodicals:  Indexes art periodicals published in the United States during the 19th 

century. Since entire journal contents are indexed - articles, art notes, illustrations, stories, poems, and 
advertisements - the index is a source of information on popular culture and industry, as well as artists and 
illustrators, painting, sculpture, drawing, photography, architecture and design, exhibitions and sales, decoration, 
and collecting. 

 
• Other indexes you may want to consider searching include:  Expanded Academic, Lexis-Nexis and Infotrac 

Onefile.  These are more comprehensive, covering multiple disciplines and offering news articles. 
 

Journal List:  This is a selected list publications related to photography that the University Libraries  currently 
receive.  All titles are located in the Art and Architecture Library, unless otherwise noted.  Check  Addison, the online 
library catalog, for specific holding information.  A complete list of journals held at the Art and Architecture Library is 
available online at: http://www.lib.vt.edu/services/branches/artarch/currents_list.pdf 
 

American Photo TR1 A45 
Aperture TR1 A62 
Art in America N1 A43 
Art Journal N81 A887 
Art on Paper NE1 O67 
Art Papers NX504 A78 
Artforum N1 A814 
Flash Art N1 A1 F533 
Popular Photography & 
Imaging 

TR1 P88452 
(Newman) 

 
Know Your History: Writings on the History of Photography  For a complete list of books in the 
library on the history of photography do a subject search in Addison (photography – history). 
 

 Book of 101 Books: Seminal Photographic Books of the Twentieth Century. Andrew Roth, ed. New York: 
PPP Editions in association with Ruth Horowitz, 2001. (TR145 Z9 B66 2001 ART/ARCH)  A beautifully illustrated 
catalogue of influential publications spanning nearly a century.  Each entry includes a physical description and 
detailed information on the book’s publication history and it’s role in the history of photography. 

 
 History of Photography: A Bibliography of Books.  Laurent Roosens and Luc Salu.  London; New York: 

Mansell, 1989. (TR15 R66 1989 ART/ARCH REF)  A selective bibliography of books published between 1839 and 
the late 1980’s.  Includes foreign publications. 
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 History of Photography: From 1839 to the Present.  Beaumont Newhall.  New York: Museum of Modern Art; 
Boston: Distributed by New York Graphic Society Books, 1982.   A classic work on the history of photography.  
Newhall was the first curator of the Museum of Modern Art’s Department of Photography in 1940 and the first 
Curator, and later Director of the George Eastman House in 1948.   

 
 The History of Photography from the Camera Obscura to the Beginning of the Modern Era.  Helmut 

Gernsheim, in collaboration with Alison Gernsheim.  New York: McGraw-Hill, 1969. (TR15 G37 1969 ART/ARCH 
FOLIO)  A standard work on the history of photography. 

 
 Photography in Print: Writings From 1816 to the Present.  Vicki Goldberg, ed.  New York: Simon and 

Schuster, 1981.  (TR185 P49 ART/ARCH)  A collection of influential commentaries on photography by 
photographers, writers, philosophers, and historians. 

 
Who is…?  Biographical Information & Directories:  Photographers 
 

 Black Photographers, 1840-1940: An Illustrated Bio-Bibliography.  Deborah Willis-Thomas.  New York: 
Garland Pub., 1985.  (TR139 W55 1985 ART/ARCH REF)  Sixty-five photographers are represented here.  
Entries include basic biographical data in addition to listings of the subjects photographed by the artist (e.g. 
Gordon Parks:  Farm Security Administration Photographs, street scenes, portraits). Information also includes 
processes used (e.g. silver prints, color photography) and where collections are held. 

 
 Contemporary Photographers. Colin Naylor, ed.  Chicago: St. James Press, 1988. (TR139 C663 1988 

ART/ARCH) Over 700 photographers are profiled with basic biographical information, selected lists of exhibitions 
and bibliographies of books featuring the artists. 

 
 Encyclopedie Internationale des Photographes de 1839 a Nos Jours = Photographers Encyclopaedia 

International 1839 to the Present.  Michele Auer.  Hermance, Switzerland: Editions Camera Obscura, 1985. 
(TR139 A94 1985 vols.1-2 ART/ARCH REF) Over 1600 biographical entries of photographers from the 19th and 
20th Centuries, representing 44 countries.  Each entry includes a bibliography, a list of exhibitions and important 
biographical dates. 

 
 A History of Women Photographers.  Naomi Rosenblum.  Paris; New York: Abbeville Press, 1994. (TR139 R67 

1994 ART/ARCH REF)  Includes biographical profiles and numerous examples of works by leading women 
photographers. 

 
 International Guide to Nineteenth-Century Photographers and Their Works: Based on Catalogues of 

Auction Houses and Dealers.  Gary Edwards.  Boston, Mass.: G.K. Hall, 1988.  (TR15 E48 1988 ART/ARCH 
REF)  A unique resource for the study of the earliest photographers and their work. 

 
 Macmillan Biographical Encyclopedia of Photographic Artists & Innovators.  Turner Browne, Elaine 

Partnow.  New York: Macmillan; London: Collier Macmillan, 1983. (TR139 B767 1983 ART/ARCH REF)  Provides 
over 2,000 biographical profiles. 

 
 Biographical Information & Directories:  Artists in General 
 

 Artist Biographies Master Index. Barbara McNeil, editor. Detroit, Mich.: Gale Research Co., 1986. (N40 A78 
1986 ART/ARCH REF) A consolidated index of more than 75 biographical dictionaries with over 27,000 
biographical entries of artists in the fine and applied arts, including painters, sculptors, illustrators, designers, 
graphic artists, craftsmen, architects, and photographers. 

 
 Contemporary Artists. 4th ed. New York: St. James Press, 1996. (N6490 C6567 1996 ART/ARCH REF). 

Provides information on more than a thousand 20th century artists. Biographies, lists of exhibitions, locations of 
collections, and bibliographies are included in each entry. International in scope. 

 
 Index to American Photographic Collections: Compiled at the International Museum of Photography at 

George Eastman House. Andrew H. Eskind and Greg Drake, editors.  Boston, Mass.: G.K. Hall, 1990.  (TR12 
M4 1990 ART/ARCH REF) Lists biographical information in addition to listings of collections of photographers 
work.  Indexed both by photographer and museum names.  In addition, the GEH Database is available online (via 
telnet) and contains the same information provided in the index:  GEH Database: 
http://www.geh.org/gehdata.html  

 



 
VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE AND STATE UNIVERSITY

 International Dictionary of Art and Artists. Vinson, James, ed. Chicago: St. James Press, 1990. 2v. (N33 I58 
1990 ART/ARCH REF) Vol.1 covers over 500 major works of art, roughly in chronological order. Vol. 2 covers 
important artists from the 13th-20th century. 

 
 Twentieth-Century Artists on Art: An Index to Writings, Statements, and Interviews by Artists, Architects, 

and Designers. Robertson, Jack S. New York: G K Hall, 1996. (NX456 R59 1996 ART/ARCH REF) A unique 
reference work indexing citations to writings, statements and interviews by artists, architects and designers. 
Provides over 27,500 bibliographic citations on 14,400 artists and designers working in the 20th century. 
International in scope. 

 
 World Artists 1950-1980. Marks, Claude. New York: HW Wilson, 1984. (N6489 M37 1984 ART/ARCH REF). 

Includes brief biographies of over 300 major artists in the fields of painting, sculpture, and graphic arts.  
 
 World Artists 1980-1990. Claude Marks, ed.. New York: H.W. Wilson, 1991. (N6489 W67 1991 ART/ARCH 

REF) Continues World Artists 1950-1980. 
 
What is…?  Dictionaries & Encyclopedias 
 

 ArtSpeak: A Guide to Contemporary Ideas, Movements, and Buzzwords, 1945-Present. Robert Atkins.   
New York: Abbeville Press Publishers, 1997. (N6490 A87 1997 ART/ARCH REF) Using the categories who, 
when, where and what the author presents a glossary of ideas, movements and terminology from the post-1945 
world of art.  Also includes cross-references and a handy timeline of movements. 

 
 ArtSpoke: A Guide to Contemporary Ideas, Movements, and Buzzwords, 1848-1944.  Robert Atkins. New 

York: Abbeville Press, 1993. (N6447 A85 1993 ART/ARCH REF)  Same format as ArtSpeak, but for an earlier 
period. 

 
 Encyclopedia of Photography.   International Center of Photography. New York: Crown, 1984. (TR9 E5 1984 

Newman)   
 
 Focal Encyclopedia of Photography.  Leslie Stroebel and Richard Zakia, ed.  Boston: Focal Press, 1993.  (TR9 

F6 1993 ART/ARCH REF) A good resource for technical information relating to photography and video.  While 
some of the information is outdated, a great deal of the entries are still relevant to the basic study and 
understanding of photography. 

 
 Grove Dictionary of Art (full-text): Includes over 45,000 full-text signed articles on a vast range of visual arts 

and architecture topics from prehistory through the present. Special features include links to external image 
sources; partnership with The Art Newspaper, a news service covering the international art world; and links to the 
Bridgeman art library image database. (Also available in print:  N6847 G758 2000 ART/ARCH REF) 

 
 Looking at Photographs: A Guide to Technical Terms.  Gordon Baldwin.  Malibu, Calif.: J. Paul Getty Museum 

in association with British Museum Press, 1991. (TR9 B35 1991 ART/ARCH REF)  A handy guide to the historical 
and technical terminology of photography such as photogram, gum bichromate print and spirit photograph. 

 
 PhotoSpeak: A Guide to the Ideas, Movements, and Techniques of Photography, 1839 to the Present.  

Gilles Mora.  New York: Abbeville Press, 1998. (TR15 M63 1998 ART/ARCH)  Similar to the Getty publication 
listed above, Photospeak is a useful guide to the terminology of photography.  Also includes a “photochart” 
outlining the history of photographic technology and history. 
 

See Some Photography:  Museums, Galleries & Online Exhibitions  Many art museums have 
photography collections.  To find information about museums around the country and the world, consult these resources: 
 

 Art Museums Collecting Fine Art Photography:  http://art-support.com/museums.htm  
 

 America's Art Museums: A Traveler's Guide to Great Collections Large and Small.  Suzanne Loebl.  New 
York: Norton, 2002.  (N510 L58 2002 ART/ARCH REF) 
 

 Art Across America: A Comprehensive Guide to American Art Museums and Exhibition Galleries.  John J. 
Russell and Thomas S. Spencer, ed.  Monkton, Md.: Friar's Lantern, 2000.  (N510 A78 2000 ART/ARCH REF) 
 

 Art in America. Annual Guide to Galleries, Museums, Artists. (N1 A43 ART/ARCH PERIODICALS) 
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 Art on Campus: The College Art Association's Official Guide to American College and University Art 

Museums and Exhibition Galleries.  John J. Russell and Thomas S. Spencer, ed.  Monkton, Md.: Friar's 
Lantern, Inc., 2000.  (N510 A784 2000 ART/ARCH REF) 
 

 International Directory of Arts.  (N50 I6 ART/ARCH REF) Volume 1 lists art museums and public galleries 
worldwide.  Volume 2 lists private galleries. 
 

 Museums of the World.  Munchen; New York: K.G. Saur, 2000.  (AM1 M76 2000 NEWMAN REF; 1992 ed. 
ART/ARCH REF) 
 

 The Official Museum Directory.  Washington, D.C.: American Association of Museums (annual).  (AM10 A2 O4 
ART/ARCH REF) 
 

 On Exhibit: Art Lover's Travel Guide to American Museums 2002.  Judith Swirsky.  New York: Abbeville 
Press, 2001.  (N510 S95 2002 ART/ARCH REF) 
 

 Photography Collections Online - George Eastman House:  http://ftp.geh.org/  
 

 Virtual Library – Museums, United States:  http://www.museumca.org/usa/states.html  
 

 Virtual Library – Museums, International Listing:  http://icom.museum/vlmp/  
  

Specific Photography Collections Nationally (selected list) 
 

 George Eastman House, Museum of Photography and Film:  http://www.eastmanhouse.org/  A major 
research center, archives, museum and education center that promotes photography and film on an international 
scope.  Location:  900 East Avenue, Rochester, NY 14607; ph 585.271.3361  

 
 International Center of Photography:  http://www.icp.org  In addition to a renowned museum of photography, 

the ICP also houses a school of photography that offers a plethora of workshops, lectures and seminars as well 
as certificate programs in photography (analog and digital) techniques, history and theory. Gallery location:  1133 
Avenue of the Americas @ 43rd St., New York, NY 10036; ph 212.857.0000.  School location:  1114 Ave of the 
Americas @ 43rd St., New York, NY 10036; ph 212.857.0001. 

 
 Museum of Contemporary Photography:  http://www.mocp.org/   

 Location:  Columbia College Chicago, 600 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60605; ph 312.344.7104. 
 
 Museum of Photographic Arts (MoPA):  http://www.mopa.org/  Location:  1649 El Prado, San Diego CA 92101 

ph 619.238.7559. 
 
 MuseumStuff.com:  http://www.museumstuff.com/museums/types/photography/  Offers a mega-listing of 

photography museums, historical societies and arts organizations. 
 
Get Involved:  Organizations & Professional Associations 
 

 Associations Unlimited (online):  Information on associations, including 23,000 U.S. national associations, 
19,000 international associations, 102,000 U.S. regional, state and local associations, and 300,000 U.S. 501(c) 
nonprofit organizations.  Link from the University Libraries homepage, under “catalogs, directories, reference”. 

 
 International Directory of Photography Historians:  http://www.city-gallery.com/resource/hpg/index.html  

 
 International Directory of Arts. (N50 I6 ART/ARCH REF) Volume 1 lists arts organizations. 

 
In Virginia… 
 
 Virginia News Photographers Association:  http://www.vnpa.net/  

 
 Virginia Professional Photographers Association:  http://www.vppa.org/ 
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Videos, DVD’s and CDROMs The Art & Architecture Library has over 800 videos and DVDs on a wide variety 
of topics relating to art, architecture, and design. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Need Help? Please consult a librarian. Heather Gendron is the librarian for the College of Architecture and Urban Studies 
at Virginia Tech and can be reached via e-mail: h.ball@vt.edu, or by phone: (540) 231-9272.  For more information about 
the Art and Architecture Library at VATech, visit the library online at: http://www.lib.vt.edu/services/branches/artarch/ 

Select “material type” VHS or DVD, for 
instance, in an Advanced Search in 
Addison.  


