
Where do you start?
When selecting the United States Code from the Welcome
Page, this is the landing page, also know as the Collection
Home page, that you will see first.

Browse by Editions:
The landing page displays a list of each edition available in
HeinOnline.  Expand (+) an edition to browse the titles
included in that edition.  The title listing is a direct link to
the title of that edition.

Browse by Title:
You can also choose to browse by title.  This will display a
list of all the title numbers.  Expand (+) a title to view a list
of all editions and then all volumes within which the title
appears.

External Links:
Links to external sources include a link to the U.S. Code as
it is found on the Legal Information Institute, GPO Access, and Office of the Law Revision Counsel sites.
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2 Do you have a USC Citation?
If you have a U.S. Code citation, you can generate a full text
search for the section of the U.S. Code.  This tool allows you
to insert a title number, section number and choose the
edition from a drop down menu. HeinOnline is only indexed
to the title level, therefore, in order to find a section we must
generate a full text search for the section number.  What
does this mean exactly?  The tool will provide you with a list
of results within which the number appears.  Thus you will need to navigate through the results to locate the
page upon which the section begins.  As the search is a full text search, you may get several results that include
references to the section number or page number.

Example:  Enter 9 USC 304 and look across the 2006 edition.

Narrow a Search by Section Title to Refine Search Results

You can further refine
your search to locate a
section by including the
section title in the search.

Example:  Search for 20
U.S.C. 6533 by entering the section number followed by the section title as a phrase, “6533. Funding Distribution
Rule”.  Input the title number, in this case 20, and narrow it to an edition such as 2006.  This will minimize the
results and provide you with a link to section 6533 of title 20 entitled Funding Distribution Rule.
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4 Search by Public Law Number:
Search across the text field for a Public Law Number to locate a law within the U.S. Code.  Public Law Numbers can
appear anywhere within the text of the U.S. Code, therefore it is best to include the title number in the search to
further refine the results.  You may also narrow the search to a specific edition of the U.S. Code to refine the results
even further.  In this example, search for Pub. L. 107-42.  NOTE:  When searching by Public Law Number, you must
use the format “Pub. L.” before the number because this is how it appears in the text of the U.S. Code.  A full text
search is looking for an exact match to your term.  Also, be sure to use quotations around the term.

3 Search by Popular Name:
If you know the popular name of the law you can search across the text field to locate it within the U.S. Code.
When doing this search, you must insert the popular name as a phrase using quotations.  Also, it is best to
include the title number in the search to further refine the results.  In this example, search for “Air Transportation
Safety and System Stabilization Act”.

5 Search by Statutes at Large Citation:
Search across the text field for a Statutes at Large citation.  As is the case with Public Law Numbers, the
Statutes at Large citation can appear anywhere within the text of the U.S. Code, therefore it is best to include
the title number and a specific edition of the U.S. Code in the search in order to refine the results.  In this
example, search for 115 Stat. 230.  NOTE:  When searching by the Statutes at Large citation, you must use the
format “115 Stat. 230” because this is how it appears in the text of the U.S. Code.  You must also use
quotations around this term.
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