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Using GetVText
After you have searched for an article in a database (see page 14), you’ll want to access 
the actual article. Some, but not all, of our databases will include full-text articles. When 
the article needed is not available in the database, look for the Get VText button or link to 
access the article from another source.

Remember: the presence of a Get VText 
button does not guarantee online access. 
Some articles will only be available in 
print or will need to be requested through 
interlibrary loan.

Is 
the 

full-text 
 article 

   available 
here?

Search the article database 
Choose a citation 

 
Is 

the 
article 

available?

Is 
the 

full-text 
 article 

   available 
online?

 
Click the by title or by ISSN/ISBN link to search Addison for the print version

 

Click the    button or link

Click for online, print, or microforms access

Move to Step 3: Submit an Interlibrary Loan (ILLiad) request

Login or create an ILLiad account. Get VText fills out the 
form for you.

YES

NO

NO

NO

YES Click the link for the PDF or HTML version on the full article to open, 
read or save it.
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Addison journal records
When we don’t have online access to the 
article you need, Get VText will link to the 
Addison record for the journal.  You’ll have to 
view this record to determine if we have the 
issue you need. 

A

C

B

A. The journal title is listed at the top of the screen along with any variations of this title. Any 
title changes over the life of the journal would also be listed here.

B. The Connect to field lists online source for the journal.  The coverage online field lists the 
date range available for each source.

C. The lower half of this box lists which print issues are available. You’ll need three pieces 
of information provided to locate a particular issue: the Call Number, the Location (library), 
and the location of the specific issue shown under Holdings.  Issues are shelved in different 
locations based on their age:

Current Periodicals – most recent issues kept on the current periodical shelves on the »»
4th floor.  Loose issues
Stacks – older issues bound together.  Shelved by call number among the books»»
Storage – oldest issues taken Storage building – use the Request button to retrieve»»
Microform – located on the first floor»»

Use the year of publication and volume/issue numbers shown in the Get VText window 
along with the ranges shown on the Addison record to determine if we have the issue you 
require.

Journals (including magazines and newspapers) are published multiple times per year, so 
journal records in Addison display different information than it would display for a book 
record. 
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Plagiarism is the presentation of someone else’s work as your own, or the reuse of your 
own previous work.  Only information considered to be universally common knowledge, 
such as dates of important events and widely known facts, can be used without citing the 
source. 

Any sources used in your research paper should be cited in a bibliography or works 
cited list, and in the body of your paper. The format of these references is dictated by 
the “citation style” (which is often chosen for you by your instructor). Commonly used 
citation styles include APA (American Psychological Association), MLA (Modern Language 
Associations), and Chicago Style.

Guides for formatting commonly used references, including citations for books, articles and 
web pages, in these citation styles can be found on the library’s Citation and style manuals 
page <www.lib.vt.edu/find/citation/>. Printed style manuals with definitive information and 
examples are available at the reference desks.

Citing sources

Credit must always be given to others for: 

Their words, either quoted or paraphrased»»
Their illustrative or artistic material»»
Facts, research findings, and conclusions »»

Failure to give appropriate credit is serious academic integrity violation. As a student, the 
consequences of plagiarism can range from the loss of credit for a course to expulsion 
from school.  Plagiarism charges are addressed in the Virginia Tech Undergraduate and 
Graduate Honor Codes.

Another great resource is the Virginia Tech Writing Center on the second floor  
<www.composition.english.vt.edu/wc/>. You can either walk-in or make an 
appointment with the center to review your paper.  
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Criteria How Can I Tell?

A
ut

ho
ri

ty

Are the author’s qualifications ;;
available?
Does s/he have expertise in this ;;
subject?
Is the author associated with an ;;
educational institution or other 
reputable organization?
Does the publisher or publication ;;
have a reputation for reliability?
Is contact information for the author ;;
or group available?

Author biographies can often be ;;
found at the end of books or linked 
from articles in databases.
Check other publications by the ;;
author to determine level of expertise.
Determine the type of journal an ;;
article is published in: scholarly 
journals should carry more weight in 
your decision.
Ask a librarian if information about the ;;
publisher is available

Co
ve

ra
ge

Is the information even relevant?;;
Do you think it is useful to you? Is it ;;
written at a level you understand?
Does this publication have ;;
information that is not found 
elsewhere?

Check for an abstract or summary of ;;
the source.
Check for a bibliography or works ;;
cited list for other relevant sources.

O
bj

ec
tiv

it
y

Does the information show a ;;
minimum of bias?
Is the page a presentation of facts and ;;
not designed to sway opinion?
Is the page free of advertisements or ;;
sponsored links?

Determine if the author or publisher ;;
has a stake in the material being 
discussed?
Determine if authorities cited are part ;;
of the same organization/company.
Ask a librarian if information about ;;
the author/company/organization is 
available.

A
cc

ur
ac

y

Is the information reliable and error-;;
free?
Can you find when was the last ;;
update or revision?
Is there an editor or someone who ;;
verifies/checks the information?

Determine if the publication goes ;;
through an editorial/fact checking 
process?
Ask a librarian if the information you ;;
have found can be verified elsewhere.
Always use several different sources of ;;
information on your topic.

Cu
rr

en
cy

Is the source the most recent version?;;
Is the information the original ;;
research, description, or account?
Is this a rapidly changing field of ;;
study?

Determine if the publication or ;;
copyright date is part of the citation.
Check the bibliography for dates of ;;
the cited material.

Evaluating information

You should evaluate each potential source of information for its usefulness and reliability.
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My Library Acct/Interlibrary Loan
My Library Account

Have you ever wondered when 
your books were due or how 
many you have out? What about 
remembering the title of the 
book you read last month? You 
can find answers to all of these 
by accessing My Library Account 

<addison.vt.edu/patroninfo>. The link is found on every library web page.

You can also renew items online and ovoid 
overdue fines. Choose the Checked Out Items 
button, then select the items you want to renew. 
Finally, use the Renew Selectedbutton and verify 
the new due date for each item. You can also 
create lists of records, save searches for future use, 
and turn on your Reading History to keep a list of 
books you check out.

Interlibrary Loan (ILLiad)
ILLiad is a system for borrowing materials not owned by Virginia Tech from other libraries. 
Interlibrary Loan is linked on the library’s home page and in Get VText windows.

Most materials arrive within a week and some in as little as one day. For more help with this 
service, stop by a reference desk or use Ask a Librarian.
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Abstract: a concise summary of an article or other document; provided along with citations 
in many periodical indexes and databases

Boolean searching: use of operators AND, OR, and NOT 

Bound periodical: issues of a journal or magazine grouped by year and collected together 
in hardcover to preserve for long term use

Circulation: borrowing of books and other formats

Citation: information which identifies a book or article; may include the author, article title, 
journal or book title, volume, issue, pages, and date

Database: a searchable electronic catalog or index which contains information about 
published items. It may contain full-text articles or simply serve as an index of citation and 
abtracts

DOI: a digital object identifier which is used to uniquely identify and locate electronic 
documents or objects

Ebook or Ejournal: an online version of a book or periodical. Some ebooks can be 
downloaded for offline use. Online journal articles can often be downloaded as PDFs.

ISBN/ISSN: standard numbers to describe books or journals. Number searches can be more 
precise than title searches

Keyword searching: searchingh a catalog or database by term or topic that is not a 
standardized subject heading. Will usually search all data fields, while subject searching will 
only search the subject field

Microform: printed items that have been photographically reduced in size; equipment 
is required to enlarge for viewing and printing; microform formats include microfiche, 
microfilm, and microcard

Peer reviewed or refereed: articles that have been reviewed by experts in a field for 
accuracy and compliance with standards. Review process often done by a board or several 
experts

Persistent link or permalink: a permanent URL to an online resource, such as a catalog 
record, an article, or a set of search results. 

Primary sources: original materials from the time period studied. Includes diaries, 
interviews, letters, patents, photographs, proceedings of meetings and conferences, survey 
research, and works of literature

QR barcode: specific type of barcode that when scanned will give more information about 
the object or take the user to a website containing more information

Reserve materials: books and other items temporarily kept at the Circulation Desk and 
assigned a shorter loan period to assure availability to a class

Stacks: bookshelves

Subject searching: searching by a standardized term, name, or phrase. Terms have been 
designated as the controlled vocabulary of the discipline

Glossary
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If your class, major or interest is… Librarian Phone Email

Agriculture and Life Sciences

Agr. & Applied Economics • Agr. & Extension Education • Agr. 
Science • Agr. Tech. • Biochemistry • Crop & Soil • Env. Sci. • 
Entomology • Food Science & Tech. •  Horticulture

Margaret Merrill 231-9670 mmerrill

Animal & Poultry Science • Dairy Science Kiri Goldbeck 231-0495 kgoldbec

Human Nutrition, Foods & Exercise Rebecca Miller 231-9669 millerrk

Architecture & Urban Studies

Architecture • Art & Art History • Building Construction • 
Environmental Policy & Planning • Industrial Design •  
Interior Design • Landscape Architecture

Patrick Tomlin 231-9271 tomlin

Public Administration & Policy • Government & Int’l Affairs Bruce Pencek 231-2140 bpencek

Urban Affairs & Planning Bruce Obenhaus 231-6181 obenhaus

Business
All departments Ellen Krupar 231-4863 kellen

Engineering
Aerospace & Ocean • Chemical • Civil & Environmental • Electrical & 
Computer • Eng. Science & Mechanics • Industrial & Systems • Materials 
Science & Eng. • Mechanical • Mining & Minerals

Larry Thompson 231-8693 larryt 

Biological Systems Eng. Margaret Merrill 231-9670 mmerrill

Computer Science • Eng. Education Rebecca Miller 231-6996 millerrk

Liberal Arts & Human Sciences
Appalachian Studies • History • International Studies • Military, Naval 
& Aerospace Studies • Political Science • Science & Technology Studies

Bruce Pencek 231-2140 bpencek

Apparel, Housing & Resource Management Ellen Krupar 231-4863 kellen

Africana Studies • Communication • Education • Human 
Development • Sociology • Women’s Studies

Heather Moorefield-
Lang

231-6763 hmlang

Classical Studies • Foreign Lang. • Music • Theater Arts & Cinema Jennifer Nardine 231-4073 jnardine

English Paul Metz 231-5663 pmetz

Philosophy David Beagle 231-9231 beagle

Religion & Culture Bruce Obenhaus 231-6181 obenhaus

Natural Resources & Environment
All departments Kiri Goldbeck 231-0495 kgoldbec

Science
Biological Sciences • Economics • Psychology • Statistics Allison Scripa 231-7980 ajscripa

Chemistry • Geosciences • Physics Ed Lener 231-9249 lener

Mathematics Rebecca Miller 231-6996 millerrk

University Studies
All students Carolyn Meier 231-9861 cmeier

College Librarians


