Information Research     


Use the Information Skills modules at  http://info-skills.lib.vt.edu  to complete this worksheet

1. Write a thesis statement for your topic.  This is a declarative statement that can be documented or supported by evidence – or in some cases proven wrong.  It is the controlling idea for your research.  It is what your research will attempt to prove or disprove.

a. Research idea:  

b. Focused Topic statement (thesis statement):   

2. Identify the essential concepts in your topic statement and complete the keyword table below. Enter your essential concepts in the numbered Concept Categories cells below – most important first. Use less or more than five, as necessary.  Enter your keywords (subject headings, synonyms, & related terms) for each concept in the columns below each concept category.  NOTE:  a concept term can also be a subject heading or a keyword

Key Concepts:  

CONCEPT TABLE

	Concept Categories
	1.  
	2.  
	3.
	4.
	5.

	Keywords,

Subject Headings, 

Synonyms, & Related Terms
	
	
	
	
	


3. Using terms from the keyword table above, write one or more search strategy statements for your topic.  Use Boolean operators as needed.  Use the most important term from your most important concept first, then add modifying terms in order of importance,

a. First Search statement:   

b. Second Search statement:   

c. Third Search statement:

etc……   

4. Do a keyword or a subject search in an appropriate index (electronic or print) using the search statements from step 3 above.

5. Revise your search strategy statement(s) as needed based on the results you retrieve from your initial and succeeding searches

6. Select the most useful references from each search

7. Using the above procedures compile a list of references that you think are relevant to your topic.

Note:  You can email to yourself selected references plus their abstracts or full-text.  Then cut and paste the appropriate bibliographic information into a list of references.   This list will be the basis of the bibliography for your research.

8. Do a title search in Addison for the journal title of each article for which you do not already have full-text.  

· Copy down the call number for each journal title we own.  

· Check to be certain that we have the volume you need.  

· Check the location of the journal, i.e. branch library, special place in Newman, etc. 

9. Take your list of journal titles, book titles, and their call numbers to the Library and pull the journal volumes or books from the shelves.  Photocopy the journal articles and check out the books.  If you are an extended campus user, fill out an ILLIAD request form.

10. Read the items you have retrieved.  

· Did they provide you with relevant and useful information?  Keep those that do.

· Do you have enough information to write your paper or complete your project?

· If not, what are you missing?

11. If you are missing something or don’t have enough information, go back to your topic description and keyword table.  Based on your increased understanding of your topic, add to the keyword table (if needed) and write a new set of search strategy statements that describe what you still need to find out about your topic.

12. After you write your paper or complete your project, compile a list of all the references that you actually used.   This is the bibliography of references for your paper or project.  It is essential to include this information – otherwise you are committing plagiarism.  See  http://www.english.vt.edu/~IDLE/plagiarism/plagiarism1.html  for more information about plagiarism.

Note:  Be sure to format your bibliography in an appropriate citation style. 

For citation style guides see:   http://www.lib.vt.edu/eresources/eref/citation.html
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