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Find Books & Articles on Specific Buildings 
Most architecture books are not written about a single building. The building you are researching may be discussed in 
books and/or articles about: 
 

• the architect/firm who designed the building 
• the time period in which it was built 

• the style of the building (and/or) 
• building type  

 
Locate books by searching Addison, the online library catalog.  Use the strategies and subject words provided below.  
 
To locate articles on your building, you will need to search an index that specializes in architectural subjects. The 
Avery Index is the most comprehensive index for architecture topics.   Link to the Avery Index from the 
“articles/databases” link on the University Libraries homepage:  http://www.lib.vt.edu  
 
Here are some searching tips: 
 

1. If you know the name of the architect or firm who designed the building, but cannot locate a single 
book or article on the building itself, search for books and articles about the architect or firm. If you find a 
book on the architect or firm, refer to its index or table of contents to determine whether or not the 
building you are looking for is mentioned. 
  
2. If the architect or firm name is unknown, try searching in Addison or in the Avery Index by time 
period, style (i.e. Architecture -- Romanesque), or building type in a subject or keyword search:  
 
Subject Search by Building Type: 

• skyscrapers or tall 
buildings 

• church architecture 
• library architecture 
• public buildings 
• school buildings 
• auditoriums 
• college buildings 

 

Browse the Stacks by Call Number: 
 
NA  4100 -- Special Types of Buildings 
 4100 to 4145 -- by material (e.g., concrete) 
 4150 to 4160 -- by form (e.g., basilicas) 
 4170 to 8480 -- by use (e.g., restaurants) 

 
 
 

Architectural Plans  The Art and Architecture Library has a collection of over 400 architecture plan sets.  To find 
out what plans are in the collection, search the Art & Architecture Drawings Database:  
http://www.lib.vt.edu/services/branches/artarch/aadd/search.php Please ask library staff for assistance with this collection. 

 
What is…?  Architecture Dictionaries & Encyclopedias  Encyclopedias & dictionaries provide historical 
data, bibliographies and entries authored by experts in the field. Many also include photographs, plans, views, sections, 
elevations and details of buildings. 

 American Architecture: An Illustrated Encyclopedia.  Cyril M. Harris.  New York: W.W. Norton, 1998.  (NA705 
H36 1998 ART/ARCH REF)  Offers short descriptions of basic terms related to American architecture from 
precolonial times to the twentieth century.  Illustrated with line drawings. 

 
 Anatomy of a House: A Picture Dictionary of Architectural and Design Elements. Greene, Fayal. New York: 

Doubleday, 1991. (NA2840 G74 1991 ART/ARCH)  
 
 Archispeak : An Illustrated Guide to Architectural Terms.  Tom Porter ; with contributions by Steve Bowkett  

[et al.].  London ; New York : Spon Press, 2004.  (NA31 P67 2004 ART/ARCH REF) 
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 Architecture & Ornament: A Visual Guide. Anthony White. New York: Design Press, 1991. (NA31 W44 1991 
ART/ARCH REF) Illustrated guide to architectural details and decorative motifs used in Western architecture from 
Classical time to the Modern period.  Also includes a timeline of styles and maps showing major architectural sites 
of the Classical, Romanesque, Gothic and Renaissance styles. 

 
 Architecture, Design, and Construction Word Finder. Ballast, David Kent. Englewood Cliffs, N.J: Prentice Hall, 

1991. (NA31 B34 1991 ART/ARCH REF) 
 

 Concise Dictionary of Architectural and Design History. Frederic H. Jones. Los Altos, CA: Crisp Publications, 
1992. (NA31 J62 1992 ART/ARCH REF)  Dictionary of historical and more contemporary terms having to do with 
architecture and design.  Many of the terms listed were found in 19th century dictionaries and trade publications.  
Biographical entries are included. 

 
 Concise Dictionary of Architecture. Frederic H. Jones. Los Altos, Calif.: Crisp Publications, 1990. (NA31 J6 

1990 ART/ARCH REF)  Similar to the publication listed above, but includes line drawings and emphasizes 
architecture over the decorative arts. 

 
 Concise Dictionary of Construction. Frederic H. Jones. Los Altos, Calif.: Crisp Publications, 1991. (TH9 J65 

1991 ART/ARCH REF) Part of a series, this publication follows the same format as the other two but with an 
emphasis on construction terms. 

 
 Construction Glossary: An Encyclopedic Reference and Manual. J. Stewart Stein. 2nd ed. New York: Wiley, 

1993. (TH9 S78 1993 ART/ARCH REF)  A comprehensive glossary of building construction terms including 
historical references, specification language, code interpretations, reference standards, manufacturers’ 
recommended descriptions, and scientific and engineering analysis. 

 
 Dictionary of Architectural Abbreviations, Signs, and Symbols. David D. Polon, ed. New York: Odyssey 

Press, 1965. (NA31 D53 ART/ARCH REF)  A simple and straight-forward guide to commonly used abbreviations, 
signs and symbols used across a variety of areas associated with the field of architecture. 

 
 A Dictionary of Architecture. James Stevens Curl. Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press, 1999. (NA31 

C86 1999 ART/ARCH REF)  Coverage is mainly of terms from Britain, Europe, North America and Australia, with 
some inclusion of terminology from the Indian Subcontinent, the Near and Far East, and Colonial architecture. 

 
 Dictionary of Architecture and Building: Biographical, Historical, and Descriptive. Sturgis, Russell. New 

York: Macmillan, 1901-1902. 3 vol. (NA31 S84 ART/ARCH REF) A historical dictionary that includes essay-length 
signed entries, line drawings and full-page illustrations and photographs. 

 
 Dictionary of Architecture and Construction. Edited by Cyril M. Harris. 2nd ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1993. 

(NA31 H32 1993 ART/ARCH REF)  An illustrated glossary of terms. 
 
 Dictionary of Building Preservation. Edited by Ward Bucher. New York: Preservation Press, J. Wiley, 1996. 

(NA31 D55 1996 ART/ARCH REF)  A dictionary of terms currently used in the preservation field. 
 
 Dictionary of Islamic Architecture. Petersen, Andrew. London; New York: Routledge, 1996. (NA380 P461996 

ART/ARCH REF)  In general, entries tend to be more encyclopedic in scope with short bibliographies, cross-
references and illustrations.  Coverage is of Muslim cultures worldwide rather than only the Middle East and North 
Africa. 

 
 Encyclopaedia of Architectural Technology. Jacqueline Glass. Chichester, West Sussex : Wiley-Academy, 

2002. (NA31 .G58 2002 ART/ARCH REF) 
 

 Encyclopaedia of Architectural Terms. Curl, James Stevens. London: Donhead, 1993. (NA31 C87 1993 
ART/ARCH REF)  Scope restricted mainly to European architecture.  Foreign terms are excluded.  Illustrated. 

 
 Glossary of Art, Architecture, & Design Since 1945. Walker, John A. 3rd ed., rev. and enl. Boston: G.K. Hall, 

1992. (N34 W34 1992 REF)  This is a glossary of terms in the art and design fields that includes harder to find 
and perhaps forgotten descriptions of movements, buzzwords and concepts such as the “Grey Organization 
(GO)” and “Unexpressionism”.   

 
 Glossary of Colonial Architectural Terms, With Illustrations. Isham, Norman Morrison. [New York] The 

Walpole Society, 1939. (NA707 I69 ART/ARCH REF)   
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 Historic Architecture Sourcebook. Edited by Cyril M. Harris. N.Y.: McGraw-Hill, 1977. (NA31 H561 ART/ARCH 

REF)  Heavily illustrated glossary of terms covering the periods/styles of Ancient, Greek/Hellenistic, Roman, Early 
Christian, Chinese, Japanese, Indian, Islamic, Mesoamerican, Romanesque, Gothic, Renaissance and Modern 
architecture.   

 
 Illustrated Dictionary of Building Design + Construction / Ernest Burden. New York : McGraw-Hill, 2005. (TH9 

B87 2005 ART/ARCH REF) 
 

 Illustrated Dictionary of Building Materials and Techniques: An Invaluable Sourcebook of the Tools, 
Terms, Materials, and Techniques Used by Building Professionals. Bianchina, Paul. New York: Wiley, 1993. 
(TH9 B466 1993 ART/ARCH REF)  In addition to a basic glossary of terms, this handbook includes several useful 
charts, conversion tables and other information on building and framing, lumber and plywood, hardware and 
electrical materials. 

 
 Old-House Dictionary:  An Illustrated Guide to American Domestic Architecture, 1600-1940.  Phillips, 

Steven J.  Lakewood, Colo.: American Source Books, 1989.  (NA7205 P48 1989 ART/ARCH REF)  A concise 
dictionary of details, materials and processes of American domestic architecture. 

 
 A Visual Dictionary of Architecture.  Francis D.K. Ching.  New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1997.  (NA31 C446 

1997 ART/ARCH REF) A beautifully illustrated dictionary of architectural elements.  Entries are organized in a 
nontraditional format, by areas such as church, color, electricity, membrane and truss, as apposed to strict 
alphabetical categorization.  An index of terms is included. 

 
 A Visual Dictionary of Chinese Architecture. Qinghua Guo. Mulgrave, Vic.: Images, 2002.  (NA1540 G83 2002 

ART/ARCH REF)  An illustrated, bilingual dictionary (Chinese and English) of design and construction terms in 
Chinese architecture.  All Chinese words are spelled in the pinyin system.   

 
Visit Some Buildings:  Architectural Guidebooks  Architectural Guidebooks may offer historical 
background, maps of the area, walking tour itineraries, photographs, and drawings. To locate guidebooks in Virginia Tech 
libraries, search Addison using the following subject headings: 
 

 Architecture -- Guidebooks 
 Architecture -- country/state -- city/county - Guidebooks 
 Buildings -- country/state -- city/county - Guidebooks 
 Historic Buildings -- country/state - Guidebooks 

 Historic Sites -- country/state - Guidebooks 
 Monuments -- country/state - Guidebooks 
 City(country) -- Guidebooks 

 
Find Images and Plans  (For more tips and resources on image searching, see the library 
research guide:  Architecture:  Images, Maps & Plans) 
 

 American Architectural Masterpieces: An Anthology Comprising Masterpieces of Architecture in the 
United States, American Architecture of the Twentieth Century. New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 
1992. Includes views, plans, elevations and details. (NA705 A485 1992 ART/ARCH FOLIO) 

 
 America Preserved: A Checklist of Historic Buildings, Structures, and Sites Recorded by the Historic 

American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record. 60th anniversary ed. Washington, D.C.: 
Library of Congress, Cataloging Distribution Service, 1995. (E159 A37 1995 ART/ARCH REF) 

 
 Architecture of China (hosted by Digital Image Center,  UVA): 

http://viva.lib.virginia.edu/dic/colls/asian/docs/home.html 
 
 Architecture in Detail series. Each piece in this series examines a contemporary building. Search Addison, the 

online library catalog for the title: Architecture in Detail to get a list of publications available in this series. 
 
 Cities/Buildings Image Database: http://www.washington.edu/ark2/ 

 
 Comparative Analysis of 20th-Century Houses. Hideaki Haraguchi. London: Academy Editions, 1988. 

Axonometric drawings of important houses. (NA7125 H381 1989 ART/ARCH) 
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 Contemporary Masterworks. Colin Naylor, ed. Chicago: St. James Press, 1991. Contemporary arts series. 
Photographs, essays, bibliographies and occasionally plans for approximately 100 "classic" buildings. Separate 
sections for works of art, photography and design also included. (N6490 C65675 1991 ART/ARCH REF) 

 
 Details of Modern Architecture. Edward R. Ford. Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 1990. 2 vols. (NA2840 F67 

1990 ART/ARCH Reserve) 
 
 Drawings of Great Buildings. Werner Blaser, ed. Basel: Birkhauser, 1983. (NA2706 U6 D72 1983 ART/ARCH 

REF and Stacks) 
 
 Emporis Research Database (VT subscribes):  Link to the complete version of Emporis from the library’s 

website, under “Articles/Databases”.  Updated weekly, this database provides data on architecture, construction, 
and real estate developments from all over the world. Search by company (consultancies, contractors, design 
firms, engineering firms, suppliers), building type, style, construction timeframe (complete, under construction, 
approved, proposed, demolished, visionary, on hold), exact location and address, total height, structural height, 
number of floors and cubical space, date of construction project, structural system, materials, etc. Contains 
roughly 300,000 photos of buildings.   

 
 Geography and Map Division, Library of Congress:  http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/gmdhtml/gmdhome.html   

 
 Global Architecture. Tokyo: A.D.A. Edita. No.1 (1970)-- . Index nos. 1-67, 1970-85. (Located on reserve and in 

folio stacks - ART/ARCH. Search Addison for the title: Global Architecture to see a complete listing.) 
 
 The Great Buildings Collection [CD-ROM]: An Interactive Library of Architecture. Kevin Matthews. Eugene, 

Ore.: Artifice, Inc., 2000. (NA200 M36 2000 ART/ARCH CD-ROM shelf) Website is also available: 
http://www.greatbuildings.com/ 

 
 Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Portfolio 5: Architecture, Design, and Engineering: 

http://lcweb.loc.gov/rr/print/guide/port-5.html 
 
 Luna Insight – VT’s Digital Image Database:  Search image collections, manipulate selected images, and 

create image-based presentations for classroom and professional use. Individual images can also be exported for 
use in other presentation software, such as PowerPoint and web pages. The Insight software and digital image 
collections hosted on the Virginia Tech site are available for use by Virginia Tech students and faculty. 
http://www.lib.vt.edu/services/branches/artarch/services_insight.html  

 
 Phaidon Atlas of Contemporary World Architecture.  London: Phaidon, 2004. (NA687 .P43 2004 ART/ARCH 

REF OVERSIZE)  
 

 Planet Architecture series. A series of interactive CD-ROMs, each focusing on a specific architect or firm. 
Search Addison, the online library catalog for the title: Planet Architecture to get a list of CD-ROMs available in 
this series.  

 
 Scale Models: Houses of the 20th Century. Friedrich Kurrent, ed; translation from German into English, Gail 

Schamberger. Boston; Basel; Berlin: Birkhauser, 1999. (NA7125 R3813 1999 ART/ARCH) 
 
 Single Building Series. Gloucester, Mass.: Rockport Publishers ; Cincinnati, Ohio : Distributed to the book and 

art trade in the U.S. by North Light Books, c1999. Each piece in this series examines a contemporary building. Do 
a title search in Addison for Single Building to get a complete list of the titles in this series. 

 
 World Architecture Index: A Guide to Illustrations:  Indexes roughly 7,200 architectural works reproduced in 

100(+) books covering architecture, engineering and planning. Provides citations to works containing 
reproductions of exterior and interior views, plans, elevations and sections. The titles of the works that are 
indexed are abbreviated. Consult the abbreviation key at the front of the index. 

 
 World Atlas of Architecture. Boston, Mass.: G.K. Hall, 1984. (NA200 W67 1984 ART/ARCH REF) 

 
 
Need Help? Please consult a librarian. Heather Ball is the Art and Architecture Librarian at Virginia Tech and can be 
reached via e-mail: h.ball@vt.edu, or by phone: (540) 231-9272.   


