Evaluating Information

Finding high quality information sources is critical in developing qualified research statements, hypotheses, and literature reviews.  Sources such as books, journals, websites, newspapers, TV, radio, etc can provide useful and valuable information, but some resources may unintentionally give faulty information, but sometimes it’s intentional.  
It’s important to remember that if you’re going to put your name on something, you should be confident in the sources you used backing up your statements and your research.  Most times the area to be most cautious in is with Websites, as anyone can publish anything on the web.  But remember, other sources can give falsified information, so it’s best to evaluate anything you read and plan to use.  

The following are areas to critique when evaluating information sources.  These have been derived and modified from the “evaluating web information” guide located at 

http://www.lib.vt.edu/instruct/evaluate/evaluating.html 

Authority

· Are the author's qualifications available? 
· Does s/he have expertise in this subject?
· Is the author associated with an educational institution or other reputable organization?
· Does the publisher or publication have a reputation for reliability?

Coverage

· Is the information even relevant to your topic?
· Do you think it is useful to you?
· Does this resource have information that is not found elsewhere?
· How in-depth is the material?
Objectivity
· Does the information show a minimum of bias?
· Is the resource a presentation of facts and not designed to sway opinion?
· Is the resource (particularly journals, TV, websites) free of advertisements or sponsored links?
Accuracy

· Is the information reliable and error-free?
· Have there been retractions or changes to the content made by the author or publishing body since it was published?
· Is there an editor or someone who verifies/checks the information?
· Is the resource free of spelling mistakes or other obvious problems?
Currency

· When was the resource published?
· Is the subject matter dynamic/highly susceptible to change (e.g. industry trends) or is it more static (e.g. life cycle of raccoons)
· In the case of web pages, are the links current and do they point to existing pages?
