1. Write a research idea. Refine this into a clear, one sentence statement of the premise you will be investigating.

a. Research idea:  

b. Focused Topic statement (thesis statement):   

2. Identify the essential concepts in your topic statement and complete the keyword table below. Remember that keywords do not include articles (a, an, the) or prepositions. Enter your essential concepts in the Concept Categories cells below – most important first. Use as many as necessary. Enter your keywords (subject headings*, synonyms, & related terms) for each concept in the columns below each concept category. *You will find subject headings in class that you can add to this table.
CONCEPT TABLE

	Concept Categories
	Primary Concept
	AND
	Secondary Concepts

	
	
	
	1
	AND
	2
	AND
	3
	AND
	4

	Keywords

OR

Synonyms

OR

Related Terms

OR

Subject Headings*


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


3. Using terms from the keyword table, write one or more search strategy statements for your topic. Use Boolean operators as needed: Use OR to combine terms down a column. Use AND to combine terms across columns. Use the best term for your primary concept first, then add terms from your secondary concepts in order of importance. Search statements and terms used will vary with each access tool. 

For additional help, please contact Kyrille Goldbeck, College Librarian for Natural Resources at kgoldbec@vt.edu.  
[Concept able adapted from http://info-skills.lib.vt.edu/developing_search/pdf_files/concept_table.pdf]
